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Ha, ATIC, Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio, AFOIN-ATIAE-5, ubdjs// 
(INCLASSIFIED) Sightings Made by Mr. Donald H. Lea, ee 
[LZ 


we 
HQ, 17O01ST AIR TRANSPORT WING, Great Falls APB, Montena, 17 Mar 53 


\/ 


GFOIN 350.09 (13 Mar 53) lst Ind 


TO: Commanding General, ATIC, Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio 
1. Rafersnce basic comaunication: copies of USAF Technical 
Information Sheets have been forwarded to 29ta Air Division (Def), 
Great “alls AFB, Montana, with information copy of basic latter, 
2. The 29th Alr Division (Der) is presently conducting com 
pletea investization relative to signtinzs of unidentified serial 
objects as reported by Mr, Donald Les. 


3. Your headquarters will be furnished reperts from the 29th 
Air Division (Def), Great Falls AFB, Montana. 


POR THE COMMANDING OFFICERS: 


2 Inclss YMOND L. KOLMAN 
w/a Major, USAF 
Director, Opr & Tng 
7) 
4 
. 
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| ONCLASSIFIED 
siielligence Officer 
Sq. ONTLD VATS, Kelly A?S, Texas IR-211-53 


rh 
Lo 
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1. On the night of 25 February 1953 Lieutenant Peter Marquez, S/Sgt Roney 
Mayer and A/1C Ramsey frem the 170lst Air Transport Ying, Great Falls Air Force Base, 
Vontana, were returning to the base in a car along Hishway &7 frem Dedson, Yontana, 
wnere they had made an investisation of a reported sizhting of an Unidentified Flying 
Cbiect near Dedson.on the sizht of 22 February 1953. 


2- “hen they reached a point on the hizhway about 25 miles northeast of Creat 

Falls Air Force Base at 2020 hours UST, they noticed a very bright, flickering, 
waitish light in the sky at shout a di stance of 10 milas.te the southwest id which 
appeared to be at an altitude of some 4000 to 4500 feet avove the terrain. This lizht 
appeared similar to burning magnesium, Abruptly ‘he licht began deucenting tonard 
the earth at very great spveed. ‘hen it reached a point abeut one third of the distance 
= tne Original height to the ground, it dSurst into a flasn that increased in 

ntensity and magnitude about 10 times "tts criginal size, then the light decelerated 
in eoeed but continued to drop, resembling a parachute flare. 1t a roint about half 
way to the ground froa its oviginal cosition the licnt disappeared completely. 
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Great Falls, Yontana 2, 25 February 1953 


I, Description of Incident 


A civilian man from this location sighted an unidentified aerial objact on 
three separate occasions ~ 25 Feb 53 at 00252, 5 Mar 53 at 21152, and 6 Mar 53 
at 19322. 


II. Discussion of Incident 


Very little information has been gathered on this sighting, evon a basic 
description of the objact's appearance has not been submitted to Project Silue 
Book, Furthermora, nothing is known of the observer's experisnce level, 
corroborative witnesses, etc. In the light of the scant information recelved, 
the report has to be carried as insufficimt data for evaluation until an AF 
Form 112 arrives. 


III. Conclusion 


Insufticient data. 
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FLYING OBJ 


FUTURE OID 29TH AsDe YILL PROCESS ALL FLYING O3JECT 
AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY. FULL REPORT WILL FOLLOY 
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ria CO 272% AT WG GREAT FALLS APB MONT 
Ty JEPHQ/DIR OF INTEL HQ USAF WASH DC : 
JEDWP/CHIZD ATIC WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OHIO — | 
JEDEN/CG 2£NT APB COLO SPRINGS COLO 


Reese FLYOBRPT/ GFOIN-3-2441. MYMSG GFOPT-2-1¢25 DTS 


259S329Z AND MYLTR GFOIN 355.95, SUBJ: FLYOBRPT, DTD 27 FEB 55. DONALD 


4 LEE O2°5R 5 FLY OBJ OM WED 4 MAR 53 FR 2139 MST TO 2215 MST. ALL CBJ 
APPEARED AND MANEUVEED AS DID OBJ SIGHTED 24 VEB 53 ALL WITNESSES QUOTE 
IN MYLTR AVOVE WERE PRESEN AT THIS SIGHTING, INFO REC VIA TP 1320 
UST 5 MAR 33, FURTHER INVESTIGATION UNDERWAY. 
55/24152 “MAR JWPOG 
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YRtn orrep  _ Ie 
Peis oe Aro SSARSNCLASSIFIED Slag 


Be » al 
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‘ / (Uirae He IPS 5 —L94¢9 ATI 
Capt Smith called, ‘There is an incident at Great Falls, Mont., on which 
the Field Agency, 170lst Air Transport Wing is requesting advice. There 
have been three reports from this same organization, seme type of sighting, 
game individual making observation, 


Date and time groups: 2500252 Feb 53 


O521152 Mar 53 
0619322 Mar 53 
All from the 170lst Air Transport Wing, Great Falls AFB, Mont, 
Observer in each c.s? =i. 
The 1701lst 13 a little disturbed ovér this incident, 
Cheek into this arc sive them some sort of an answer, Send info copy 


of answer to Capt Smith, 
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JWP 71 

PP JEPHQ JEDWP JEDEN 353 
DE JWPGG 36C -— 


P @621347 ZNJ 
FM CO 1731 AT.WG GREAT FALLS AFB MONT 
TO JEPHO/DIR OF INTEL HQ USAF WASH D C 
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INFO JEDWP/CHIEF ATIC WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB O 
JEDEN/CS ENT AFB COLO $PGS COLO 
a 3-2531~. ATTN ATIAA-2C AT WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB 
SELYOBRPT/ MYMSG GFOPT-2-i385 DTG 2599202 AND MSG GFOIN-3-2441 DTG 
9521122 AND MYLTR GFOIN 359.99 SUBJ$ FLYOBRPT, DTD 27 FEB 53 DONALD 

H LEE AGAIN OBSR FLY OBJ SIMILIAR IN APPEARENCE AND MANEUVERING AS THE PLY 
OBJ PREVIOUSLY OBSRe SIGHTING TOOK PLACE AT APRX 2142MST 5 MAR 53.6 MR 


LES CLAIMS ADDITIONAL 
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SPACE ABOVE FOR COMMUNICATIONS CENTER ONLY J 
FROM: (Ortginaror) ] OATE-TIME GROUP 


a JOINT MESSAGEFORM 
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SECURITY CLASSIFICATION _ 


Cf) ATIC 
TO: | 
[] 800K MESSAGE | |_| ORIGINAL MESSAGE 
| CRYPTOPRECAUTION 1 
[_] MULTIPLE ADDRESS ies a wn 
9EFERS TO MESSAGE: 
IDENTIFICATION CLASSIFICATION 
! 
INFO: 


especialiy Lf it developes .va% she unkuown object appeared in che sang relative 
pesition vach ime, Alsu, sivise informal aneck taso ur, Lee's cheracver, local 
reputation, giceg to be sure that Fae sinhtings are not she resuls of a "crackpot". 
Advise ur, iaw that Airy cree is taking an interests in Bis sightingg. four USAT 
Teehrical information Slwets are being forwarded your organization, one of which 
should te filled out uy ix. MMR tis and vlso an A¥ form 112 consolidating a 


repert of the 3 incidents should be sent to ATIC per ArL 200-5 at she earliest pom 
sible date. 
in xseply sits Project Wine took. 
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' | SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 
| | Pace . paGF 
Zz \ .. ? 
—s SS = OEE eee = : — | mx — eS ' 
| SPAPTOR’S NAwE Got eomerere, when required) ELEASING OFFICIO SIGNATIRG . 
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[) r,; ot << REPLACES WD AGO FOR I!-'-4 [5 JUN WS, AND WD AGO Foe op, 1.—angoa-9 <i U. % GOVERNMENT PONTING CFFYCR , (990-—O-—arsa4e 
ears 3 f | APR {348, WHICH MAY E 82D. 
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SPACE ABOVE FOR COMMUNICATIONS CENTZR ONLY p 


a i as tee, a ed) 
FROM: (Ortdinator) 


L TETie GROUP | SECURITY CLASSIMExTION 
LOLSRSS YAR 55 | INCLAS 
2 sere ° pRecepence | ACTION 
I jan’ FOR: > a 
| 10 09 GMBAT -ALLS AY BASS GRBAT FALLS GONTANA ] 200K mEssace | FT] onIGINAL messace 
! “Se Lae 
|_| MULTIPLE ADDRESS | ves =e 
: ee wee REFERS TO MESSAGE: EE ae 
47 OM 
| INFO: O/T WQ USAF WASH DC APvOTN-A2 se 
f\IR NAIL) 
“2G42 4. DLR ATI AB HF ee “TR 17OAST AiR FRAXS WO, 119 
ATIC has been advised by “/I ‘je USAF that your orzanisation has received 3 separate 
'reporte on 25 Feb 5% and § and 6 Mar 53 of an unidentified aerial object sighted at 


Great Falls by ore Gago = TIC advises the following in handling the 
incidents 1) Ask ur. Lee to deternine the approximate azimuth and elevation read 
: ings in each @ase, or at least its general position in the sky. ‘as the objeet in 

| she sme position and of the same description in sach instance? 2) Were there 
 Sipae onccrvans se witensone? 3) Cheok local radar facilities to detersine if 

| thay recerded anything ummsual at the dates and times of sizhtings. 4) Check 
local weather ballson launches as a possible eause for one or nore of the sightings. 
| Although 2 out of the 3 sizhtings are in the daytime, bright stars such as Venus 


sore sometimes visidle during she day, “ers has scused mary ncicents in the lest 
onehk and ATIC advises shat a local astronomer Se contacted on this soasicility, 
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Ale TECHNICAL INTELLIGENCE CENTER 
WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE 
OHIO 
in. reply refer to 23 MAR IMS 
A2OLmATIAE-5 
SUBJECT: (UNCLASSIFIED) Sightings Mads bt, — 
i Bre | 
{ sail 
i 
l Commanding General 
Great Falls Air Fores Ease 
9276264 Pa ATTN: 1791Ls% Air ‘rans "zs He 
ae eat Falls, Montana 
lL. As mentioned in ATIC's wire of 10 Merch 1753 concerning 
various unidentified agrial otject reports by ir | four 
UeSe Alr Force Tachnicai Tnformation Sheets are hereby forwarded 
your organization. 


2. ATIC renuagsts that the source fill ous one 
ana it be returned wi%h an AF Porm 112 to this Center. 


of taess forms 
Tne rae 


mainder of the forms can be retained for possicle future use, 


FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL 
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RR JEDWP JEPHQ JYFIS 333 

DE JWPQAG 28C 

R 1218292. saat, 

FM CO 1791 AT WG GREAT FALLS AFP MONT 

TO JEDWP/CG ATIC WRIGHT-PATTERSON AFB OHIO 

INFO JEPHQ/D/I HQ USAF WASH 25 DC 

JUFMB/COM CNTLD MATS KELLY AF2 TEX 

GFOIN-3-2949 URMSG AFOIN-ATIAE-3-5-E ACTION BEING TAKEN BY 29 AD (DEF) 
GREAT FALLS AFB MONT 


42/1527Z MAR JWPQG 
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| United States TRO BNCLASSIFiE 


FLILCBRPT 
intellizence Cfficer, CNTLD, MATS 
Uenitana Kelly AFB, San Antorio, Texas 
18 March 1953 25 February 1953 Be2 
, Fa Personnel , 1701lst. ATY, WATS, 
Major J. M. Penny, USAF Great FPalis Ay , Montana 


THX from CO 1701st. AT WG, Great Falls, Montana (No. and Date Time Croup Unknown) 


Submitted in accordance with AF LTR, No, 200-5, cated 20 April 1952, Subj: Unidentified 
Flying Chiect Reporting. 


At appresdwately 2020 hours MST on the night of 25 Februar un Unidentified Fiy~ 
ing Object was observed viovally from the cround by an ‘ir Force Liev tenant and tro 
airmen at a point approximately 15 ailes mrtheast of Oreat “alia tir “or ! 
Vontana , ay an altitude of 4500 feet above the terrain (approximate coordinates lil 
15' N - L3° 29! E)e 


The object when first observed appeared as an extremely bright, Zlickerine, whitish 

light as cna caused by burning magnesium, and tinges of deen ted were discernible . 

The light abruptly began an earthward descent at very great speed. hen it reached a 

point about cne-third of t*~ way from its original height to the ground, the lizht 

barst sate a flash and ite intensity and magnitude increased about ten times, resembling 
e f) . At a poist about one half way to the ground, the light disappeared “~~ 

fio sound was heard, 


Weather conditions at the time of the sighting were not given nor «as any information 
furnished as to the presence or absence of known aixr-bome aircraft in the vicinity. 
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